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Board members attending 
Town of Parachute: GCE Chair Stuart McArthur 
GCE Treasurer Tom Jankovsky  
City of Glenwood Springs: Rick Voorhees 
RFTA: GCE Vice-Chair Jason White 
Town of Carbondale: Lani Kitching, Ben Bohmfolk 
Town of New Castle:               Bruce Leland 
 
Others attending 
CLEER: Katharine Rushton, Stefan Johnson  
RREDC: Katie Mackley 
Blue Star Recycling: Bill Morris  
 
Board members not present 
City of Rifle: Theresa Hamilton  
Town of Silt: Keith Richel  
CMC: Sean Nesbitt  
Garfield County: Frank Coberly 
 

 
Blue Star Recycling:  
Prior to commencing the meeting, Bill Morris gave a short overview of Blue Star Recycling 
and the organization’s desire to expand operations the Roaring Fork Valley.  As Blue Star 
comes closer to opening, Bill will revisit to give bigger update.  
 
Call meeting to order:  
Stuart called the meeting to order at 1:10pm 
 
Roll call and approval of agenda:  
Rick Voorhees conducted roll call.  
 
Lani announced that Ben Bohmfolk will be replacing her on the GCE Board, but she will 
remain the alternate. Lani shared that she will participate in today's votes, and Ben will be 
taking over at future meetings. Stefan Johnson, a new CLEER staff person, introduced 
himself to the Board.  
 
Katie said Rifle has asked that she should be the designated Board representative for Rifle 
and the Board asked that Erica to formally update this in the GCE contacts and records.  



 
Stuart invited changes to agenda, there were none.  
 
Lani Kitching moved to approve the meeting agenda; Tom Jankovsky  seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Board Member and Public comment 
Stuart invited board and public comments.  
 
Rick commented that he appreciated hearing from Bill with Blue Star Recycling.  
 
Stuart asked that now Rifle is active again with a Board rep, will Rifle be paying dues and 
Tom commented that Rifle has $3k in outstanding dues. Katie said she would follow-up 
with Rifle to ensure they pay their 2019 dues.  
 
Consent Agenda:  
 
Tom asked for discussion prior to approving consent agenda. He clarified details in the 
budget and shared with the Board that the budget is going to be close for the remaining 2 
months of the year. Tom wants staff to understand that he’s not supportive of going into a 
deficit and this may hamper the ability to do work in January 2020. Katharine assured the 
Board that CLEER is carefully tracking the budget line items to ensure that we do not go 
over budget. 
 
In order to approve the motion, Tom asked for board to move to approve on the condition 
that staff not to go over budget.  
 
Jason White moved to approve the consent agenda (which includes minutes and 
financials);Rick Voorhees seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
2020 Budget Action Items 
 
Tom highlighted that the 2020 is a balanced budget and asked to clarify the amount of the 
DOLA grant that is included in the budget. Katharine clarified that the DOLA funding is for 
$120k and then there are matching funds of $50k in the budget.  
 
Tom asked Katharine to share why there was an increase the solar line item to $15k in the 
budget since the DOLA grant was awarded for renewables. He asked if that could instead be 
put towards residential efficiency.  
 
Katharine responded that the DOLA grant’s stipulations are very specific and the money 
awarded has to be used for the work described in the grant which includes solar mapping, 
online resources and streamlined permitting. Share shared the the CLEER team has been 
doing lots of other work with the renewables line item in the GCE budget including working 
with GCE partners on evaluating rate structures, power purchase agreements. Staff have 
completed Solar feasibility studies for Garfield County on multiple buildings, for RFTA at 



Aspen Maintenance Facility and solar feasibility study at CMC Spring valley campus and are 
helping CMC respond to Holy Cross Energy’s RFP.  
 
Stuart asked why the CARE budget is decreasing from $20,000 to $5,000. Katharine shared 
that Energy Outreach Colorado is partnering with NWCOGG to to have their weatherization 
team do the project management for the CARE program. The number of participants in 
Garfield County will not change, but CLEER staff won't have the same level of involvement 
in the program management.  
 
Tom reiterated that CARE is an important program and one of the best programs that GCE 
helps implement.  

 
Stuart commented that the DOLA Grant request was for $200,000 but DOLA took out 
$80,000 because they didn’t think the data collection and monitoring was important 
and/or the tools were already in place to do the monitoring and data collection. He added 
that there is no chance of DOLA retroactively increasing the amount of funding, but Pitkin 
and Garfiled will provide matching funds, and Eagle County is also considering providing 
matching funds in order to participate in the planning efforts.  

 
Jason shared that RFTA has been contributing $30k into the GCE Budget. Jason suggested 
that GCE propose to RFTA to increase contribution from $30,000 to $35,000 for 2020 or 
2021.  
 
Tom asked if GCE  should ask the Library to rejoin now that they are in a stronger position 
funding wise. Katharine noted that the new facilities director, Patrick, is engaged  
with GCE through the facility manager roundtable meetings.  
 
Rick Voorhees moved to approve the 2020 budget, second by Lani Kitching, Budget approved 
unanimously.  
 
Rick Voorhees  moved to adopt Resolution No. 3; Lani Kitching seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Rick Voorhees moved to adopt Resolution No. 4; Tom Jankovsky  seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Strategic Plan and Quarterly Report 
 
Katharine recapped that at the September meeting, CLEER was  behind in meeting some of 
our 2019 goals and then shared that substantial progress has been made in the interim two 
months, largely thanks to data coming in. She shared that GCE will be close to meeting the 
2019 goals.  
 
Additionally, Katharine highlighted that the recent Facilities Manager meeting was very 
successful and well attended. Presentations on the latest products and best practices in 



lighting, among other technologies, were given and the attending Facilities Managers asked 
for another meeting to be held in six months.  

 
Moving on to the 2020 Strategic Plan, Katharine said that the 2020 plan and goals remain 
similar to the 2019 plan and goals, as directed at the September meeting. CLEER staff 
reviewed the content topics, made a few tweaks to the language, and highlighted those 
edits in the packet. A  summary paragraph was added to include the scope of work funded 
by the DOLA Grant.  
 
In terms of the goal to identify three other renewable technologies, language was changed 
to broaden the list of renewable technologies beyond just micro-hydro.  Tom commented 
that he understood that the Garfield County landfill methane project’s impacts would be so 
small that it would not be worth doing.  
 
In terms of agricultural projects, Lani asked whether there might be any renewable 
projects co-sited with hemp production. Lani asked if there was any practicality in adding 
solar to hemp projects. Stuart noted there is a large indoor hemp operation in Parachute.  

 
Stuart also suggested the idea of locating a CNG station in Rifle, given that the current CNG 
stations in Parachute and Glenwood are not sufficient. Jason said he believes that Matt 
Shmigelsky had a discussion about a location in Rifle with Trillium about a year ago. Tom 
and Katie also remembered that discussion and that there was no productive outcome.  
 
Lani commented that there remain concerns about having sufficient high-speed EV 
charging stations along the I-70 corridor to facilitate interstate travel. Stuart added that 
Parachute is looking to get solar-powered charger, but wasn’t sure if this would be a Level 
II or Level III charger. 
 
Jason White moved to adopt the Strategic Plan; Rick Voorhees seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Renewable Energy Planning 
 
Katharine said that they initially planned to ask for $300,000 from DOLA and after 
feedback from DOLA the request was changed to $200,000, and GCE was awarded 
$120,000. 
 
The group discussed the importance of data tracking and measuring progress and 
alternative ways to fund it since DOLA removed it from the grant award. The Board agreed 
that if a letter is sent to DOLA explaining the need for data tracking and inventories that 
Stuart should review it first.  
 
Tom asked about the results for the larger DOLA implementation grant. Katharine shared 
that staff submitted the implementation letter of inquiry but they were not invited to apply 
for the full grant.  
 



Stuart asked the group to look at Resolution 5 and shared that it was drafted by himself and 
GCE’s attorney, Jim Neu. Their goal was to make sure GCE wouldn’t have to issue an RFP 
and that CLEER could do the work of the DOLA grant as part of their existing contract with 
GCE.  
 
Rick Voorhees moved to adopt Resolution No. 5; Bruce Leeland seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Program Updates 
 
Katharine and Stefan provided updates on renewable projects and the EV charging 
infrastructure grants that were submitted for GCE partners during the October round of 
funding.  
 
Stuart said he knew of a developer interested in doing a multi-megawatt solar project in 
Parachute. Jason said that XCEL’s Clean Energy Collective was also looking for solar-project 
sites.  
 
Stuart also shared that Garfield County was looking at additional ways to get increased bus 
service in Western Garfield County, and that CDOT will hopefully have something in place 
at the beginning of 2020.  
 
Jason, Tom, Stuart and Katharine provided an overview of the meeting with State Senator 
Bob Rankin. They shared that he was interested in the data tracking being done in the 
county and interested in figuring out a way to get some funding from the state to support 
efforts like GCE in Garfield and other counties.  
 
Adjournment  
 
Jason White moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:19p.m.; Lani Kitching seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed unanimously.  

 
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE 

 
By: ________________________________________________ 

Stuart McArthur, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 

    Rick Voorhees, Secretary 
 
 
These minutes were reviewed and approved by a vote of the Garfield Clean Energy Board of 
Directors at its meeting held on December 13, 2019. 


