Garfield Clean Energy
Board Meeting
Friday, March 9 2018
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Colorado Mountain College – Rifle
3695 Airport Road
Rifle

AGENDA

Action requested

Time

1.

Call meeting to order, Roll call

2.

Review and approval of agenda

3.

Thank you to departing members
Rick Aluise, Greg Russi and Frosty Merriott

1:07pm

3.

Board member and public comment
Regarding items not on agenda

1:12 pm

4.

Consent Agenda
• Approval of January 12, 2018 Minutes

5.

6.

7.

Financials
• January and February Financials
• January and February Bills Paid
• Resolution No. 2: Exemption from Audit for Fiscal
Year 2017
Action and Discussion items
• RENU loan program, discussion on options for
repurposing loan funds and setting criteria
• Electric Vehicle: EV Bulk Program Decisions for 2018
and update on electric vehicles and infrastructure
• Network for Clean Energy Corridor

1:00 pm
• Motion to approve

1:05 pm

1:15 pm
• Motion to approve
1:20 pm
• Motion to approve

1:35 pm
• Discussion
• Motion to approve

Event and Program Updates
• Building for sustainable future event and campaign –
May 18

• Information

2:30 pm

8.

Adjourn

• Motion to adjourn

2:40 pm

9.

Celebration: GCE Award and Member appreciation

• Eat cake

3:00 pm

Town of Parachute | City of Rifle | Town of Silt
Town of New Castle | City of Glenwood Springs
Town of Carbondale | Garfield County
Roaring Fork Transportation Authority
Colorado Mountain College

Board Meeting Minutes: Friday, Jan. 12, 2018 1:05 p.m.

Garfield County Administration Building, Glenwood Springs, Colorado
Board members attending
Town of Parachute: GCE Chair Stuart McArthur
RFTA: GCE Vice Chair Jason White
Garfield County: GCE Treasurer Tom Jankovsky
Town of Silt: GCE Secretary, Rick Aluise
Town of Carbondale: Frosty Merriott, Dan Richardson
CMC: Sean Nesbitt
Others attending
CLEER: Erica Sparhawk, Brandon Jones
Board members not present
Town of New Castle: Bruce Leland
Garfield County: Frank Coberly
City of Glenwood Springs: Rick Voorhees
City of Rifle: Theresa Hamilton
Next meeting: Friday, March 9th, 2017, 1:00 p.m. at the Rifle Colorado Mountain College.
Call meeting to order:
Stuart called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.
Roll call and approval of agenda:
Rick completed the roll call.
Rick Aluise moved to approve the meeting agenda; Tom Jankovksy seconded, and motion
passed unanimously.
Board member and public comments
Stuart invited comments from the public and board, there were none.
Consent Agenda: Approval of December 8th, 2017 minutes
Rick Aluise moved to approve the minutes for the board meeting on Dec 8th, 2017; Tom
Jankovksy and Stuart McArthur abstained, as they were not present; Frosty seconded, and the
motion passed unanimously.

Financials
Tom stated that he reviewed the financials and gave them approval. Dan asked to clarify
the Accounts Receivable and Erica explained why payments weren’t received in 2017. Tom
asked about the loan program numbers and whether our contractors are aware of and
using the loan program. Erica stated that the loan would be revisited later on the agenda.
Tom Jankovksy moved to approve the financials and accounts payable; Rick Aluise seconded
the motion, and motion passed unanimously.
Action Items
Election of Officers & Finance Committee for 2018
Tom asked Stuart if he would like to remain as chair. Stuart said yes. Multiple members of
the board recommend re-electing current officers and committee members for 2018. Stuart
McArthur as Chair, Jason White as Vice-Chair, Rick Aluise as Secretary and Tom Jankovksy
as Treasurer. Rick Aluise will be off of the board in April, so another Secretary will be
elected at that time.
Tom Jankovksy moved to elect Stuart McArthur as Chair, Jason White as Vice-Chair, Rick
Aluise as Secretary and Tom Jankovksy as Treasurer, with the understanding that Rick’s seat
as secretary will be up for re-election in April; Rick Aluise seconded the motion, and motion
passed unanimously.
Tom, Jason White, and Stuart are nominated for the finance committee.
Tom Jankovksy moved to elect himself, Jason White, and Stuart McArthur to the 2018 finance
committee, Rick Aluise seconded the motion, and motion passed unanimously.
Resolution No. 1: Locations and agenda posting places
Stuart listed 2017 posting places listed in the resolution. Tom and Stuart stated that they
would rather see it at the Garfield County admin building listed rather than the courthouse.
It is decided that it will be changed from the Garfield County Courthouse to Garfield County
Administration building.
Rick Aluise moved to approve Resolution No. 1 with the Garfield County Admin Building listed
in place of the Garfield County Courthouse; Tom Jankovksy seconded the motion, and motion
passed unanimously.
Confirm meeting schedule locations for 2018
Erica presented the meeting schedule and asked if the group would like to continue the
same schedule as 2017.
Tom Jankovksy moved to approve 2018 meeting schedule; Frosty Merriott seconded the
motion, and motion passed unanimously.

Retain Karp, Neu, Hanlon for Legal Services and bookkeepingNo motion required, but
everyone agreed to retaining Karp Neu Hanlon for legal services and Balanced Bookkeeping
and Payroll Inc for bookkeeping services. .
Draft 2018 program calendar
Erica provided a summary of the proposed 2018 program and event calendar. She
highlighted the shift away from one contractor expo to more frequent smaller events
throughout the County. Stuart stated support for the idea. Tom asked how this change
would affect the budget. Erica stated that the goal is to work with the same budget as the
Expo and seek sponsorships. She also clarified that GCE has Xcel funds to leverage for the
time planning workshops.
Stuart asked where we get our contractor lists and asked that staff communicate with the
local governing boards about new contractors in town so they know about the workshops.
Brandon described the February 3 Ag Expo booth and Suntank partnership and invited GCE
Board members to attend.
Commercial Program update
Erica shared updates on the commercial program as well as the process, GCE coaching
services, and successes. She showed an example of the savings estimates for the lighting
upgrade at Target and the Roof Top Unit upgrade projects at large buildings in GWS.
Tom asked that we reach out to the FedEx facility about their parking lot lighting as it
impacts the West Bank neighborhood. Tom also asked whether apartment buildings are
considered commercial. Erica stated that is depends on how the utility is metering it, but
most likely they are.
Colorado Energy Office RENU Loan Program overview
Erica explained the history of the GCE loan program and how the discussions began five
years ago to expand the Boulder/Denver program statewide. She described the loan
benefits and differences between the GCE loan and the CEO loan.
Tom asked if there is a better use for original loan funds and whether the CPACE program
is being utilized in the county. Erica described barriers to CPACE participation – primarily
the high cost of the project as it’s currently set. Stuart asked how much is available in the
RENU loan pool. Erica answered that she will check but does not know. Erica
recommended that the CLEER staff investigate more and investigate what the process
would be to use the revolving loan funds elsewhere.
Erica passed out 4th quarter production report from Funding Partners and summarized
year-end loan numbers. Stuart noted that it is a truly revolving loan now, given that people
are paying off their loans.
Frosty suggested that the loan now be switched to a commercial loan. The board echoed in
support of that idea. Erica agreed to research that possibility.

The Board recommended that staff do more research before directing Garfield County
homeowners towards the RENU program and discuss at the next meeting.
Sean Nesbitt from Colorado Mountain College joined the meeting at 2:07 p.m.
4th Quarter Report
Erica provided a summary of 2017 activity and asked if the Board had any questions.Tom
asked that we coordinate with Vola about giving a presentation to the BOCC to share the 4th
Quarter Report and other updates. Dan asked about investment chart in the report and
whether it includes the GCE budget. Erica clarified that it only includes the amount invested
in implementing a project.
Tom shared a point of information with the Boart about how Garfield County will be
working with Mesa County to send a request to Xcel Energy that if they need to build a new
natural gas power plant that they consider the Western Slope as a possible location.
Upcoming state conference on communities and clean energy
Erica provided a summary of the Compact for Colorado Communities symposium in late
January. GCE will be highlighted at the event, represented by economist Skip Linkner to
highlight the benefits to the economy offered by our organizations. Tom shared that he will
be in Denver during that time and could attend the panel if needed. Erica said she’d provide
information about the conference to the entire Board in a follow-up email.
Community Solar Gardens
Stuart asked if the solar agreements have been approved in other communities. Dan shared
that Carbondale has approved a contract, Sean shared that CMC is pursuing one. Erica
stated that New Castle has a contract with Microgrid and Rifle has a contract with Oak Leaf.
Rick asked about the progress in Silt.
Adjournment
Rick Aluise moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:20p.m., Tom Jankovksy seconded, and the
motion passed unanimously.
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE
By:

________________________________________________
Stuart McArthur, Chairperson

ATTEST: ______________________________
Rick Aluise, Secretary
These minutes were reviewed and approved by a vote of the Garfield Clean Energy Board of
Directors at its meeting held on March 9th, 2018

Garfield Clean Energy

Balance Sheet
As of February 28, 2018

Accrual Basis

Feb 28, 18
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
103 · Alpine Bank (4668)

153,950.64

Total Checking/Savings

153,950.64

Accounts Receivable
110 · Accounts Receivable

156,186.00

Total Accounts Receivable

156,186.00

Total Current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
200 · Accounts Payable
Total Accounts Payable
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

310,136.64
310,136.64

22,898.92
22,898.92
22,898.92
22,898.92

Equity
320 · Retained Earnings
Net Income

25,342.37
261,895.35

Total Equity

287,237.72

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

310,136.64

Garfield Clean Energy

9:14 AM

Prior Month Paid Bills

03/05/18
Accrual Basis
Type
103 · Alpine Bank (4668)
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check
Bill Pmt -Check

Date
02/08/2018
02/08/2018
02/08/2018
02/08/2018

Total 103 · Alpine Bank (4668)
TOTAL

Num
C94
C95
C96
C97

Name

Clr

Balanced Bookkeepi...
Clean Energy Econo...
CIRSA
Utility Management ...

X
X
X
X

Credit
582.50
22,413.13
1,905.00
795.50
25,696.13
25,696.13
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Garfield Clean Energy

A/R Aging Summary
As of February 28, 2018
Current
City of Rifle
Garfield County
Town of Parachute
Town of Silt
Xcel Energy
TOTAL

1 - 30

31 - 60

61 - 90

> 90

TOTAL

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
490.40

3,000.00
150,000.00
0.00
0.00
89.60

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
1,500.00
250.00
856.00

3,000.00
150,000.00
1,500.00
250.00
1,436.00

490.40

153,089.60

0.00

0.00

2,606.00

156,186.00

Garfield Clean Energy

P&L Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis

January through February 2018
Jan - Feb 18

Income
3000 · Partnership Funding
3100 · Garfield County
3200 · Parachute
3300 · Rifle
3400 · Silt
3500 · New Castle
3600 · Glenwood Springs
3700 · Carbondale
3800 · Colorado Mountain College
4100 · Library District
4200 · RFTA
5000 · Contributions From Others
5100 · Community Partners
5200 · Sponsorships
5300 · Grants
Total 5000 · Contributions From Others
Total 3000 · Partnership Funding
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expense
Countywide Energy Dev Program
10000 · Commercial Sector
11000 · Energy Coaching
12000 · Outreach/Educ/Training/Website
Total 10000 · Commercial Sector
20000 · Residential Sector
21000 · Energy Coaching
21100 · Energy Coach-Home Energy Prog
22000 · Outreach/Educ/Training/Website
22100 · CEO Green MLS
Total 20000 · Residential Sector
Total Countywide Energy Dev Program
Credit Reserve Expenses
1001 · Credit Reserve Fund Expenses
Total Credit Reserve Expenses
30000 · Petroleum Independence Project
31000 · Active Transportation & Transit
32000 · Efficient Vehicles/Fleets
32200 · Efficient Vehicles/Alt Fuels
Total 32000 · Efficient Vehicles/Fleets
33000 · Alternative Fuels
33100 · WS CNG Network
Total 33000 · Alternative Fuels

150,000.00
1,500.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
17,500.00
45,000.00
25,000.00
35,000.00
0.00
30,000.00
490.40
0.00
0.00
490.40

150,000.00
1,500.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
17,500.00
45,000.00
25,000.00
35,000.00
0.00
30,000.00
0.00
0.00
5,000.00
5,000.00

$ Over Budget

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
490.40
0.00
-5,000.00
-4,509.60

% of Budget

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
0.0%
100.0%
100.0%
0.0%
0.0%
9.8%

310,490.40

315,000.00

-4,509.60

98.6%

310,490.40

315,000.00

-4,509.60

98.6%

310,490.40

315,000.00

-4,509.60

98.6%

7,157.60

35,000.00

-27,842.40

20.5%

3,529.60

12,000.00

-8,470.40

29.4%

10,687.20

47,000.00

-36,312.80

22.7%

4,034.40

40,000.00

-35,965.60

10.1%

2,871.20
3,860.10

20,000.00
12,000.00

-17,128.80
-8,139.90

14.4%
32.2%

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.0%

10,765.70
21,452.90
360.00
360.00
623.76
304.00
304.00
560.00
560.00

Total 30000 · Petroleum Independence Project

1,487.76

40000 · Renewable Energy
41000 · Technical assistance & Educatn

400.00

Total 40000 · Renewable Energy

Budget

400.00

50000 · Government Facilities
51000 · Energy Data Mgt/Bldg engy navig
52000 · Active Energy Mgt Coaching

3,202.95
7,423.20

Total 50000 · Government Facilities

10,626.15

72,000.00
119,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
17,000.00
8,000.00
8,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
30,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
25,000.00
30,000.00
55,000.00

-61,234.30
-97,547.10
-640.00
-640.00
-16,376.24
-7,696.00
-7,696.00
-4,440.00
-4,440.00
-28,512.24
-9,600.00
-9,600.00
-21,797.05
-22,576.80
-44,373.85

15.0%
18.0%
36.0%
36.0%
3.7%
3.8%
3.8%
11.2%
11.2%
5.0%
4.0%
4.0%
12.8%
24.7%
19.3%
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Garfield Clean Energy

P&L Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis

January through February 2018
Jan - Feb 18

60000 · Special Projects
61100 · Goal 4 Implementation
61200 · Develop Local Energy Resources
61300 · Prtnrs in Energy Implementation
Total 60000 · Special Projects
90000 · Countywide GCE Partnership Svc
91000 · Proj mgmt/plan/report/mtgs/budg
91000.1 · Audit/Financial review
91000.2 · CIRSA liability Insurance
91000 · Proj mgmt/plan/report/mtgs/budg - Other

3,660.80
0.00
490.40
4,151.20

0.00
1,905.00
6,910.24

Budget
10,000.00
8,000.00
5,000.00
23,000.00

4,550.00
2,100.00
63,000.00

$ Over Budget
-6,339.20
-8,000.00
-4,509.60
-18,848.80

-4,550.00
-195.00
-56,089.76

% of Budget
36.6%
0.0%
9.8%
18.0%

0.0%
90.7%
11.0%

Total 91000 · Proj mgmt/plan/report/mtgs/budg

8,815.24

69,650.00

-60,834.76

12.7%

92000 · Legal Services
93000 · Accounting/Bookkeeping
95000 · Contingency

0.00
1,301.80
0.00

3,000.00
7,000.00
3,350.00

-3,000.00
-5,698.20
-3,350.00

0.0%
18.6%
0.0%

Total 90000 · Countywide GCE Partnership Svc
Total Expense
Net Income

10,117.04

83,000.00

-72,882.96

12.2%

48,595.05

321,000.00

-272,404.95

15.1%

261,895.35

-6,000.00

267,895.35

-4,364.9%
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Garfield Clean Energy

Income vs Expenses by fund
February 2018

Accrual Basis

GCE
Income
3000 · Partnership Funding
5000 · Contributions From Others
5100 · Community Partners
Total 5000 · Contributions From Others
Total 3000 · Partnership Funding
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expense
Countywide Energy Dev Program
10000 · Commercial Sector
11000 · Energy Coaching
12000 · Outreach/Educ/Training/Website
Total 10000 · Commercial Sector
20000 · Residential Sector
21000 · Energy Coaching
21100 · Energy Coach-Home Energy Prog
22000 · Outreach/Educ/Training/Website
Total 20000 · Residential Sector

TOTAL

400.00
400.00

400.00
400.00

400.00

400.00

400.00

400.00

400.00

400.00

3,915.20

3,915.20

1,788.80

1,788.80

5,704.00

5,704.00

1,867.20

1,867.20

856.80
2,948.90

856.80
2,948.90

5,672.90

5,672.90

Total Countywide Energy Dev Program

11,376.90

11,376.90

Credit Reserve Expenses
1001 · Credit Reserve Fund Expenses

360.00

360.00

Total Credit Reserve Expenses
30000 · Petroleum Independence Project
31000 · Active Transportation & Transit
32000 · Efficient Vehicles/Fleets
32200 · Efficient Vehicles/Alt Fuels
Total 32000 · Efficient Vehicles/Fleets
33000 · Alternative Fuels
33100 · WS CNG Network
Total 33000 · Alternative Fuels
Total 30000 · Petroleum Independence Project
40000 · Renewable Energy
41000 · Technical assistance & Educatn
Total 40000 · Renewable Energy
50000 · Government Facilities
51000 · Energy Data Mgt/Bldg engy navig
52000 · Active Energy Mgt Coaching
Total 50000 · Government Facilities
60000 · Special Projects
61100 · Goal 4 Implementation
61300 · Prtnrs in Energy Implementation
Total 60000 · Special Projects
90000 · Countywide GCE Partnership Svc
91000 · Proj mgmt/plan/report/mtgs/budg

360.00
417.36
304.00
304.00
240.00
240.00
961.36
400.00
400.00
1,747.85
2,676.40
4,424.25
1,147.20
400.00
1,547.20
3,109.91

360.00
417.36
304.00
304.00
240.00
240.00
961.36
400.00
400.00
1,747.85
2,676.40
4,424.25
1,147.20
400.00
1,547.20
3,109.91

Garfield Clean Energy

Income vs Expenses by fund
February 2018

Accrual Basis

GCE
93000 · Accounting/Bookkeeping
Total 90000 · Countywide GCE Partnership Svc
Total Expense
Net Income

719.30

TOTAL
719.30

3,829.21

3,829.21

22,898.92

22,898.92

-22,498.92

-22,498.92

LENDER STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT
COMPANY

3239

ACCOUNT NO

3/5/2018

STATEMENT DATE

Funding Partners
330 South College Avenue
Suite 400
Fort Collins CO 80524
(970) 494-2021

12/1/2017 - 12/31/2017

STATEMENT PERIOD

$176,041.97

PORTFOLIO BALANCE

2.4744%

PORTFOLIO YIELD

$4,282.69

INTEREST PAID IN 2017

$0.00

TRUST BALANCE
LENDER

ES as agent for Garfield
330 S. College Avenue
Suite 400
Fort Collins CO 80524

Please advise us immediately of any discrepancies in the transactions or investment activity on your statement of account or if you contemplate changing your address. When
making inquiries by telephone or in writing please give your account number. We urge you to keep this statement with your investment records.

LOAN DISTRIBUTION BY MATURITY

LOAN AGING
Days
Current

Count

Amount

Pct

2018

5

$2,692.26

1.53%

2019

7

$20,018.74

11.37%

2020

11

$53,373.98

30.32%

2021

7

$39,208.00

22.27%

2022

4

$28,862.48

16.40%

2024

1

$10,000.00

5.68%

2026

1

$21,886.51

12.43%

Totals

36

$176,041.97

100.00%

LOAN DISTRIBUTION BY PRIORITY
Count
36

Amount

Pct

Priority

$176,041.97 100.00%

Count

Amount

Pct

1st

7

$6,679.70

3.79%

1-30

0

$0.00

0.00%

2nd

6

$71,022.69

40.34%

31-60

0

$0.00

0.00%

3rd

0

$0.00

0.00%

61-90

0

$0.00

0.00%

4th

1

$4,584.68

2.60%

91-120

0

$0.00

0.00%

Other

22

$93,754.90

53.26%

121-150

0

$0.00

0.00%

151+

0

$0.00

0.00%

Totals

100.00%

Totals

LOAN DISTRIBUTION BY PROPERTY TYPE
Prop Type Count
36

Totals

Powered by The Mortgage Office™

Year

36

Amount

100.00%

REVENUE: LAST TWELVE MONTHS
Pct

Revenue

$176,041.97 100.00%

Interest

$176,041.97 100.00%

Page

1

of

5

Amount
$4,282.69

Late Chgs

$4.07

Prepays

$0.00

Other

$0.00

Totals

$4,286.76

Account: 3239

LENDER STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT
COMPANY

3239

ACCOUNT NO

3/5/2018

STATEMENT DATE

Funding Partners
330 South College Avenue
Suite 400
Fort Collins CO 80524
(970) 494-2021

1/1/2018 - 1/31/2018

STATEMENT PERIOD

$169,535.24

PORTFOLIO BALANCE

2.4923%

PORTFOLIO YIELD

$336.58

INTEREST PAID IN 2018

$0.00

TRUST BALANCE
LENDER

ES as agent for Garfield
330 S. College Avenue
Suite 400
Fort Collins CO 80524

Please advise us immediately of any discrepancies in the transactions or investment activity on your statement of account or if you contemplate changing your address. When
making inquiries by telephone or in writing please give your account number. We urge you to keep this statement with your investment records.

LOAN DISTRIBUTION BY MATURITY

LOAN AGING
Days

Count

Amount

Pct

2018

5

$1,903.99

1.12%

2019

6

$17,391.96

10.26%

2020

11

$51,779.18

30.54%

2021

7

$38,330.32

22.61%

2022

4

$28,409.99

16.76%

2024

1

$10,000.00

5.90%

2026

1

$21,719.80

12.81%

Totals

35

$169,535.24

100.00%

LOAN DISTRIBUTION BY PRIORITY
Count

Amount

Pct

Count

Amount

Pct

34

$159,535.24

94.10%

1st

7

$5,777.60

3.41%

1-30

1

$10,000.00

5.90%

2nd

6

$69,296.11

40.87%

31-60

0

$0.00

0.00%

3rd

0

$0.00

0.00%

61-90

0

$0.00

0.00%

4th

1

$4,485.16

2.65%

91-120

0

$0.00

0.00%

Other

21

$89,976.37

53.07%

121-150

0

$0.00

0.00%

151+

0

$0.00

0.00%

Current

Totals

Priority

100.00%

Totals

LOAN DISTRIBUTION BY PROPERTY TYPE
Prop Type Count
35

Totals

Powered by The Mortgage Office™

Year

35

Amount

100.00%

REVENUE: LAST TWELVE MONTHS
Pct

Revenue

$169,535.24 100.00%

Interest

$169,535.24 100.00%

Page

1

of

5

Amount
$4,238.29

Late Chgs

$4.07

Prepays

$0.00

Other

$0.00

Totals

$4,242.36

Account: 3239

GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE
RESOLUTION NO. 2
SERIES of 2018
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY
COLLABORATIVE APPROVING AN EXEMPTION FROM AUDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 FOR
THE GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE, STATE OF COLORADO.
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative wishes to
claim exemption from the audit requirements of Section 29-1-603, C.R.S.; and
WHEREAS, Section 29-1-604, C.R.S., states that any local government where neither
revenues nor expenditures exceed five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) may, with the
approval of the State Auditor, be exempt from the provision of Section 29-1-603, C.R.S.; and
WHEREAS, neither revenues nor expenditures for the Garfield Clean Energy
Collaborative exceeded $500,000 for Fiscal Year 2017; and
WHEREAS, an application for exemption from audit for the Garfield Clean Energy
Collaborative has been prepared by McMahan and Associates, LLC, an independent accountant
with knowledge of governmental accounting; and
WHEREAS, said application for exemption from audit has been completed in
accordance with regulations issued by the State Auditor.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE, THAT the application for exemption from audit
for the Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative for the Fiscal Year ended December 31, 2017, has
been personally reviewed and is hereby approved by a majority of the Board of Directors of
the Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative; that those members of the Board of Directors have
signified their approval by signing below; and that this resolution shall be attached to, and
shall become a part of, the application for exemption from audit of the Garfield Clean Energy
Collaborative for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2017.
THIS RESOLUTION was read, passed, and adopted by the Board of Directors of the
Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative at the Regular Meeting held this 9th day of March, 2018.
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE
By
Stuart McArthur, Chairperson
ATTEST:
Rick Aluise, Secretary
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McMahan and Associates, l.l.c.
Certified Public Accountants and Consultants
Chapel Square, Bldg C
245 Chapel Place, Suite 300
P.O. Box 5850, Avon, CO 81620

Web Site: www.mcmahancpa.com
Main Office: (970) 845-8800
Facsimile: (970) 845-8108
E-mail: mcmahan@mcmahancpa.com

March 2, 2018
Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative
This letter is to confirm our understanding of the terms and objectives of our engagement and the nature
and limitations of the services we will provide to Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative (“GCE”) for the year
ended December 31, 2017.
We will review the financial statements of the governmental activities and the general fund, which
collectively comprise the entity’s basic financial statements of GCE as of and for the year ended
December 31, 2017 and issue an accountant’s report thereon in accordance with Statements on
Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.
The objective of a review engagement is to express limited assurance that there are no material
modifications that should be made to the financial statements in order for them to be in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
1) You are responsible for:
a) the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
b) designing, implementing, and maintaining internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements.
c) preventing and detecting fraud.
d) identifying and ensuring that the organization complies with the laws and regulations applicable to
its activities.
e) making all financial records and related information available to us.
f)

providing us, at the conclusion of the engagement, with a letter that confirms certain
representations made during the review.

We are responsible for conducting the engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.
A review includes primarily applying analytical procedures to your financial data and making inquiries of
organization management. A review is substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is
the expression of an opinion regarding the financial statements as a whole. A review does not
contemplate obtaining an understanding of the GCE’s internal control; assessing fraud risk; testing
accounting records by obtaining sufficient appropriate audit evidence through inspection, observation,
confirmation, or the examination of source documents (for example, cancelled checks or bank images); or
other procedures ordinarily performed in an audit. Accordingly, we will not express an opinion regarding
the financial statements as a whole.

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Paul J. Backes, CPA, CGMA
Michael N. Jenkins, CA, CPA, CGMA
Daniel R. Cudahy, CPA, CGMA

Avon: (970) 845-8800
Aspen: (970) 544-3996
Frisco: (970) 668-3481
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Our engagement cannot be relied upon to disclose errors, fraud, or illegal acts. However, we will inform
the appropriate level of management of any material errors and of any evidence or information that
comes to our attention during the performance of our review procedures that fraud may have occurred. In
addition, we will report to you any evidence or information that comes to our attention during the
performance of our review procedures regarding illegal acts that may have occurred, unless they are
clearly inconsequential. We have no responsibility to identify and communicate deficiencies in your
internal control as part of this engagement. If, for any reason, we are unable to complete our review of
your financial statements, we will not issue a report on such statements as a result of this engagement.
Daniel R. Cudahy, C.P.A., is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement
and signing the report or authorizing another individual to sign it.
Our fee for these services will be at our standard hourly rates plus out-of-pocket costs (such as report
reproduction, word processing, postage, travel, copies, telephone, etc.) except that we agree that our
gross fee, including expenses will not exceed $4,200. Our fees are based on anticipated cooperation from
your personnel and the assumption that unexpected circumstances will not be encountered during the
review. If significant additional time is necessary, we will keep you informed of any problems we
encounter and our fees will be adjusted accordingly.
We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative and believe this
letter accurately summarizes the significant terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please
let us know. If you agree with the terms of our engagement as described in this letter, please sign the
enclosed copy and return it to us.
Sincerely,
McMAHAN and ASSOCIATES, L.L.C.

RESPONSE:
This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative with respect to
services to be provided by McMahan and Associates, L.L.C.
Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative
BY:

Signature

Title

Date
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McMahan and Associates, l.l.c.
Certified Public Accountants and Consultants
Chapel Square, Bldg C
245 Chapel Place, Suite 300
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Web Site: www.mcmahancpa.com
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March 2, 2018
Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative

This letter is to confirm and specify the terms of our engagement with Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative
(“GCE") for the year ended December 31, 2017 and to clarify the nature and limitations of the audit
exemption form preparation services we will provide.
Our engagement is limited to performing the following services:
1. Prepare GCE’s audit exemption form for the year ended December 31, 2017.
2. Prepare any bookkeeping entries that we find necessary in connection with preparation of the
audit exemption form.
This engagement letter does not cover the preparation of any financial statements, which, if we are to
provide, will be covered under a separate engagement letter.
You are responsible for the safeguarding of assets, the proper recording of transactions in the books of
accounts, the substantial accuracy of the financial records, and the full and accurate disclosure of all
relevant facts affecting the audit exemption form to us. You also have final responsibility for the audit
exemption form and, therefore, the appropriate officials should review the audit exemption form carefully
before the board of directors sign it and it is filed.
You are responsible for making all management decisions and performing all management functions; for
designating an individual with suitable skill, knowledge, or experience to oversee the bookkeeping and
form preparation services we provide; and for evaluating the adequacy and results of the services
performed and accepting responsibility for such services.
We understand that your staff will prepare all reconciliations or work papers we request, and will timely
locate and provide any documents we request in connection with these form preparation services.
Providing the requested information will assist us in making sure you are well served for a reasonable fee.
You represent that the information you are supplying to us is accurate and complete to the best of your
knowledge and that you have disclosed to us all relevant facts affecting the form. We will not verify the
information you give us; however, we may ask for additional clarification of some information.
If, during our work, we discover information that affects prior-year information, we will make you aware of
the facts. However, we cannot be responsible for identifying all items that may affect prior years. If you
become aware of such information during the year, please contact us to discuss the best resolution of the
issue.

Member: American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Paul J. Backes, CPA, CGMA
Michael N. Jenkins, CA, CPA, CGMA
Daniel R. Cudahy, CPA, CGMA

Avon: (970) 845-8800
Aspen: (970) 544-3996
Frisco: (970) 668-3481
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Our work in connection with the preparation of the audit exemption form does not include any procedures
designed to discover defalcations or other irregularities, should any exist. The form will be prepared
solely from information provided to us without verification by us.
Our fees for form preparation services will be based upon the amount of time required at our standard
billing rates for the personnel working on the engagement, plus out-of-pocket expenses costs such as
report production, word processing, postage, travel, copies, telephone, etc. Our standard hourly rates
vary according to the degree of responsibility involved and the experience level of the personnel
assigned. We estimate that our fee for preparation of GCE's 2017 audit exemption form will be $650. If
significant additional time is necessary, we will keep you informed of any problems we encounter and our
fees will be adjusted accordingly.
We appreciate this opportunity to serve you and believe this letter accurately summarizes the significant
terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us know. If you agree with the terms of
our engagement as described in this letter, please sign this letter in the space below and return it to us.
Sincerely,
McMAHAN and ASSOCIATES, L.L.C.

RESPONSE:
This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative regarding the
audit exemption form preparation services to be provided by McMahan and Associates, L.L.C.
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE
BY:

______________________________________________
Signature
______________________________________________
Title
______________________________________________
Date

Town of Parachute | City of Rifle | Town of Silt
Town of New Castle | City of Glenwood Springs
Town of Carbondale | Garfield County
Roaring Fork Transportation Authority
Colorado Mountain College

Memorandum
To:
Garfield Clean Energy Board
From: Erica Sparhawk, CLEER Staff
Date: March 5, 2018
Re:
Loan Program Update
This is follow-up from the January meeting where we discussed the RENU loan program and follow-up
question. Here is more information about the RENU loan. We’re also including information about a Clean
Energy Credit Union that has launched in Colorado. Finally, we’ve included information about what the
Department of Energy allows for repurposing loan funds.
The Clean Energy Credit Union is a financial institute that has been created to provide financial services
for energy efficiency and renewable projects. They will also be providing loans for electric cars and bikes
in the future. They are just getting launched, but will soon be another viable source for financing projects.
Here’s their website for more information: https://www.cleanenergycu.org/home/home
Table comparing GCE Revolving Loan Fund and the CEO RENU Loan Fund

Finance 100% of project costs
Fixed interest rate ranges
Pre-payment penalties
Loan fees
Authorized Contractors
Pre-Approval Time Period

GCE Revolving Loan
Yes
Starts at 3.75%
None
$175 - $425
Yes
24 hours

CEO RENU Loan
Yes
Starts at 2.75%
None
$84
Yes
2 hours

How long with the RENU loan be available?
Elevations Credit Union administers the loan and the loan loss reserve fund is provided by Colorado
Energy Office. Since the loan loss reserve fund provides a guarantee to Elevations should anyone default
(as opposed to being used directly for loans like our revolving loan fund), there is no worry that the fund
will run out. Elevations Credit Union has been providing these loans to Boulder and Denver residents for
6 years. Elevations has also been willing to provide them statewide for 5 years. CEO staff have assured us
they plan to have this loan program available for many years.
Repurposing Loan Guidelines
We’ve included the DOE guidelines for eligible categories to aid in the discussion (see attached). The
primary purposes for the funds have to be energy efficiency and conservation of energy.

Timeline:
Requests for repurposing of Department of Energy funds can only be made twice a year, the next
opportunity is July 2018. This will allow time for staff and the Board to work together to create a
thorough plan for how we’d like to use the funds. Here’s our proposed timeline:
March: GCE Board meeting: Create criteria and discuss potential ideas.
April: Staff further research specific ideas and formal action requirements, develop recommendations,
draft budget.
May: Board meeting: Board review recommendations and budget, provide feedback and approval of
request.
June/July: Staff will work with Boulder County staff to submit formal request to Department of Energy. If
any formal agreement is required, will be on July GCE Board agenda.
Criteria and project ideas:
As we move forward with identifying potential uses, it would be helpful if we developed criteria together.
Draft criteria for discussion with the Board:
• Ability to leverage funds from another source
• Critical support infrastructure updates/upgrades (website, kiosks, Navigator)
• Can be utilized across the entire county
• Allows for innovation in program design, let’s us implement a new idea or pilot program
Early draft project ideas:
At the Board meeting in January, Board members asked if we could turn the fund into a commercial loan
fund. This idea could still be researched, however Alpine Bank has recently signed on as a lender for CPACE projects (along with 22 more lenders) and so the amount required for a CPACE is lower than when
initially launched. We’d want to put together a product that wouldn’t compete with this option.
Staff has brainstormed other ideas and they include the following:
• Large building benchmarking incentive program. Focused on large non-government buildings,
we’d develop incentives to benchmark their energy use.
• Government loan fund: provide zero-interest loans to GCE partners to implement energy
efficiency projects.
• Update GCE website, new touchscreens for Navigator kiosks that are failing, upgrade Navigator
database server, etc.
• Rebates/grants/incentives for efficiency upgrades
• Clean Energy Innovation Loan Fund: Provide start-up or expansion loans to local businesses in the
clean energy sector. [This may not be an eligible use, will need further discussions with DOE].
Recommended Action:
1. Motion to approve the promotion and use of CEO’s RENU program in Garfield Clean Energy
programs.
2. Approval to move forward with developing a repurposing proposal and request to the
Department of Energy.
3. Provide guidance on criteria and discussion potential project ideas.

EECBG PROGRAM NOTICE 10‐021
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 4, 2011
SUBJECT: GUIDANCE FOR ELIGIBILITY OF ACTIVITIES UNDER THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
PURPOSE
To provide guidance on the eligibility of activities under Department of Energy’s (DOE’s)
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program.
SCOPE
The provisions of this guidance apply to recipients of EECBG funds.
LEGAL AUTHORITY AND BACKGROUND
Title V, Subtitle E of the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA), as amended,
authorizes the Department of Energy (DOE) to administer the EECBG Program. All grant
awards made under this program shall comply with applicable law including the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and other procedures
applicable to this program.
GUIDANCE
The general purpose of the EECBG Program is to assist eligible States, units of local
government, and Indian tribes (collectively referred to as “eligible entities”) in
implementing strategies to reduce fossil fuel emissions created as a result of activities
within the jurisdiction of the eligible entities, reduce the total energy use of the eligible
entities, and improve energy efficiency.
The EISA statute specifies 14 categories of eligible uses of EECBG funds. As a result of
the reviews DOE has made of activities outlined in energy efficiency and conservation
strategies submitted by eligible entities, the Office of Weatherization and
Intergovernmental Program is providing guidance regarding the types of eligible
activities that are covered by the 14 categories. This guidance is not intended to be
exhaustive and if an eligible entity has a question regarding the eligibility of a specific
activity the eligible entity should contact its Project Officer.
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In general, the overall objective of each activity should be the attainment of or the plan
to attain increased energy efficiency and conservation. Projects related to regular
maintenance or repairs are not eligible.
Measures undertaken to be in compliance with federal, state, and local laws and
regulations such as asbestos removal, lead paint removal, ADA compliance and similar
activities that are incidental to carrying out the eligible EECBG activity may be allowable
in some cases. The compliance measure must be required in order to implement the
EECBG activity and the EECBG activity must be the primary use of the EECBG funding. In
such cases, the threshold is that all compliance measures, including health and safety
measures that are incidental to carrying out the EECBG activity, cannot total more than
25 percent of the costs for the underlying EECBG activity. Therefore, 25 percent of the
cost of an underlying eligible activity can be used for compliance measures. Any
additional costs must be borne by the recipient.
Frequently Asked Question: Health and Safety Costs
Does the EECBG Grant provision prohibiting use of government funds to pay for decontamination
and decommissioning (D&D) costs extend to asbestos and/or lead paint removal and similar items
if such activities are necessary for an energy efficiency or renewable energy project?
The decontamination and decommissioning (D&D) provision does not prohibit using EECBG funds for
asbestos removal, lead paint removal and similar activities that are incidental to carrying out the EECBG
activity. If the recipient determines that an EECBG activity requires additional measures for compliance
with asbestos and lead paint removal requirements, DOE funds could be applied towards the cost of the
energy efficiency improvement and up to 25% towards compliance efforts. Any additional costs must be
borne by the recipient.

ELIGIBILITY CATEGORIES
Category (1) Local Government and Indian Tribe Strategy Development
•
•

This category is only available to eligible entities that are units of local
government or Indian tribes (i.e., units of local government or Indian tribes that
received funds under the EECBG formula); and
The activity must be for the development, in support of the development, or in
support of the implementation of either a strategy submitted pursuant to the
EECBG Program or a general strategy that outlines goals for energy efficiency or
conservation.
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Category (2) Retaining Technical Consulting Services
•
•

This category is only available to eligible entities that are units of local
government or Indian tribes (i.e., units of local government or Indian tribes that
received funds under the EECBG formula); and
The activity for which the eligible entity is seeking to retain technical consulting
services must qualify as an eligible activity under Category 1.

Frequently Asked Question: Technical and Feasibility Studies
Can funds be used for assessments or feasibility studies?
Enabling activities (e.g., assessments, feasibility studies) that support eligible activities are an
eligible use of funds under the activity category that they are supporting. For example, a feasibility
study for a renewable energy projects on or in a government building would be an eligible use of
funds under Category 13.

Category (3) Residential and Commercial Building Audits
•
•

The activity must be for conducting energy audits 1 of residential and commercial
buildings 2 ; and
The activity must occur within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

Upgrades or improvements to buildings associated with the audits are an eligible use of
funds.
Category (4) Financial Incentives for Energy Efficiency
•
•

1

The activity must be for a financial incentive program, such as a rebate, loan or
grant program including sub‐grants from States;
The financial incentive program must be for the purpose of improving energy
efficiency; and

For the purpose of eligibility under the EECBG Program, “energy audit” generally means an inspection or
examination of a building to evaluate potential improvements in energy efficiency. This can include
benchmarking building energy performance in ENERGY STAR’s Portfolio Manager tool.
2
For the purpose of eligibility under the EECBG Program, “building” generally means a usually roofed and
walled structure built for permanent use. Commercial buildings include all buildings in which at least half
of the floor space is used for a purpose that is not residential (used as a dwelling for one or more
households), manufacturing/industrial (used for processing or procurement of goods, merchandise, raw
materials or food) or agricultural (used for the production, processing, sale, storage, or housing of
agricultural products, including livestock), so they include building types that might not traditionally be
considered "commercial," such as schools, correctional institutions, and buildings used for religious
worship.
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•

The financial incentives must be limited to resident, non‐profits, government
entities, or businesses within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

Frequently Asked Question: Financial Incentives
What is eligible as a financial incentive and can financial incentives be used to fund projects
outside of a grantee’s jurisdiction?
There are 4 criteria related to financial incentives:
(1) funds are being requested for a financial incentive program, such as a rebate;
(2) the financial incentives under the program are for energy efficiency improvements;
(3) the financial incentive must be limited to residents within the jurisdiction of the eligible
entity; and
(4) the underlying activity funded by the financial incentive must be an eligible activity.
EECBG funds may only be used in the jurisdiction of the eligible entity. For example, if a City sets up a
financing program with a loan loss reserve (or revolving loan fund) with EECBG funds then the City can
only allow residents within the jurisdiction of the City to participate in the loan program. Suburbs of the
city may not be eligible for EECBG funds if they are not within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity. Once
the initial EECBG funding has been loaned out to City residents, the funds that are recycled back into the
revolving loan fund are considered federal funds and must continue to go towards approved, eligible
activities within the City's jurisdiction.

EECBG funds for financial incentive programs under Category 4 may be used for
installation of renewable energy technologies, so long as the primary purpose of the
activity is the improvement of the energy efficiency of the building to which the
renewable energy technology is applied (See FAQ related to PV on non‐governmental
buildings in the Category 6 section).
Category (5) Energy Efficiency Retrofit Grants for Government Agencies and
Nonprofit Organizations
•

•

The activity must be for energy efficiency retrofits performed by government
agencies or nonprofit organizations (these retrofits may be in residential
buildings as long as the government or non‐profit is performing the retrofit)—
The retrofit may be of equipment (e.g., a pump, generator) or a building;
The retrofit must result in energy savings or improved energy efficiency;
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•
•

The activity must not be for new construction or non‐replacement equipment;
and 3
The activity must occur within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

Frequently Asked Question: Water Fixtures
Would replacing high flow water fixtures with low flow that will result in energy savings be an
eligible activity?
This activity is eligible under Category 5 (Energy Retrofit Grants for Nonprofits and Government Agencies)
provided that –
(1) there is accompanying energy savings;
(2) the energy efficiency retrofits are performed by government agencies or nonprofit
organizations within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity; and
(3) the activity is not for new construction or non‐replacement equipment.
The project is eligible under Category 6 (Energy Efficiency & Conservation Programs for Buildings &
Facilities) provided that there is accompanying energy savings, and the funding will be used in a building
within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

For the purpose of EECBG eligibility, a solar water heater is considered an energy
efficiency measure given that a solar hot water heater reduces the amount of electricity
or natural gas required to heat water.
Category (6) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Programs for Buildings and Facilities
•

•
3

The activity must be for the development and/or implementation of an energy
efficiency or energy conservation program. An eligible use of funds may include
the design and operation of the program. Eligible activities may include:
o programs for public education including training or workshops;
o development and implementation of measurement and verification
protocols;
o identification of energy efficient technologies; and
o installation of energy efficient equipment including energy management
systems.
The activity must be related to buildings or facilities; and 4

Retrofits that install new equipment/fixture/systems to replace energy consuming systems are eligible if
they meet the other requirements of this section. For example, skylights to replace lights or new lighting
controls to make more efficient use of lighting systems are eligible if they meet the other requirements of
this section.
4
For the purpose of eligibility under the EECBG Program, “facility” generally means an installation,
building, group of buildings, or group of structures designed to support a related purpose.
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•

The activity must impact buildings or facilities within the jurisdiction of the
eligible entity.

For the purpose of EECB eligibility, a solar water heater is considered an energy
efficiency measure given that a solar hot water heater reduces the amount of electricity
or natural gas required to heat water.
Frequently Asked Question: Solar PV projects on nongovernmental buildings
What type of solar projects are eligible if the project is not on a government building?
•
Solar hot water systems designed to conserve fuel use on site (as opposed to PV/electricity generation
systems), can in some cases be considered energy conservation/efficiency measures. Therefore, solar hot water
technology is not limited to use on or in government buildings. The technology is subject to the same eligibility
requirements as other energy efficiency technologies.
•

The rule with respect to renewable energy is as follows:

Under the EECBG program, a renewable energy project for a residential or commercial building may be eligible if
it is part of a broader energy efficiency effort. (42 USC 17154(5) or (6)) The energy efficiency must be the
primary component of the effort, allowing the project to be eligible under either category 5 or 6.
Here is an example:
An eligible entity may use EECBG funds for the installation of solar PV as part of an energy efficiency program, if
as a requirement for receiving funding, a building must meet an energy efficiency level specified under the
energy efficiency program. The energy efficiency levels may be achieved either prior to an audit under the
program, or as a result of retrofit measure taken following the audit. In both instances the availability of PV
would promote energy efficiency.

Frequently Asked Question: Cool Roofs and Storm Windows
Is the installation of a cool roof eligible?
To the extent that installation of a “cool roof” is to improve the energy efficiency of a building, or improve the
energy conservation of a building, the activity would be eligible in of itself under Category 6. Resources
regarding cool roofs can be found at:
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/femp/pdfs/coolroofguide.pdf

In the EECBG Program, are storm windows considered an eligible expenditure in lieu of
replacement windows when historical compliance issues prohibit certain window replacements?
Storm window installation in which the installation results in an improvement in energy efficiency and/or
energy conservation may be eligible under Category 6. In the instance of historic buildings, it may be that
single pane windows cannot be replaced and storm windows provide an alternative.
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EECBG funds for energy efficiency and conservation programs under Category 6 may be
used for installation of renewable energy technologies, so long as the primary purpose
of the activity is the improvement of the energy efficiency of buildings and facilities to
which the renewable energy technology is applied (See FAQ related to PV on non‐
governmental buildings).
Category (7) Conservation of Transportation Energy
•
•

The activity must result in or support the conservation of transportation fuel
within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.
Eligible activities include:
o Implementation of use of flex time by employers in order to reduce
commuting;
o Development of satellite work centers in order to reduce commuting;
o Development and promotion of zoning guidelines or requirements that
promote energy efficient development;
o Development of infrastructure such as bike lanes and pathways and
pedestrian walkways;
o Synchronization of traffic signals;
o Implementation of technology to reduce vehicle miles traveled (e.g., use
of solar trash compactors to reduce frequency of trips made by trash
collection vehicles);
o Development of carpools or vanpools;
o Bike share programs;
o Increase the use of alternative fuel vehicles in Government fleets; and
o Enhancing commuter lots to encourage increased use of public
transportation.
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Generally, “transportation fuel” should be read to mean fossil‐fuel based transportation
fuel. A reduction in green house gas emissions that result from transportation fuel may
also be considered a “conservation of transportation fuel.” Note, however, that the
focus of a project under Category 7 must be for the conservation of transportation fuel
within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.
Frequently Asked Question: Alternative Fuel Vehicles
Is the full cost of the alternative fuel vehicle eligible for funding under EECBG?
If the activity is eligible under Category 7 due to a reduction in petroleum based transportation fuel as
a result of the vehicle, then the full cost of alternative fuel or hybrid vehicles is not eligible; only the
cost difference between a conventional vehicle and an alternative fuel or hybrid vehicle is eligible.
However, if the vehicle is integral to and part of an eligible activity other than the conservation of
transportation fuel, then the full cost may be eligible. For example, the full cost of trucks used as part of
a materials conservation (recycling) program is eligible.
Regarding how to calculate the difference between a hybrid and non‐hybrid if there is no non‐hybrid
equivalent, first look at the cost of a similar non‐hybrid, even if there is no non‐hybrid equivalent with
the same make and model then look at the market for a similar model (e.g., a compact 4‐door sedan).
If there is a non‐hybrid alternative on the market, use the difference between the two models. In cases
where there are no comparable traditional fuel vehicles EECBG funds may be used to cover 35% of the
cost of the vehicle.

Category (8) Building Codes and Inspection Services
•
•
•

The activity must be for the development and/or implementation of building
codes, inspection services or trainings/workshops to promote building energy
efficiency;
The development of energy efficiency rating and/or labeling systems for the
purpose of promoting energy efficient devices or equipment; and
The activity must occur within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

Category (9) Energy Distribution Technologies
•

The activity must be for the application or implementation of:
o A distributed energy technology (e.g., a technology that generates energy
that is primarily used off‐grid, a ground source heat pump, district
heating and cooling systems, combined heat and power systems,
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•

cogeneration systems, energy storage systems, absorption chillers,
desiccant humidifiers, or microturbines); or
o An activity related to the distribution of energy (e.g., the upgrade of
transformers) and;.
The activity must result in a significant increase in energy efficiency within the
jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

For example, an activity that upgraded transformers in the jurisdiction of the eligible
entity that resulted in improved efficiencies realized by a power plant would not be an
eligible activity if the power plant is located outside the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

Frequently Asked Question: Distributed Resources
What is the definition of "distributed resources”?
Category 9 of eligible activities for EECBG funds allows for the use of funds for "application and implementation
of energy distribution technologies that significantly increase energy efficiency including - (A) distributed
resources; and (B) district heating and cooling systems. . ."
Distributed resources include resources located behind a customer’s meter. Energy distribution technologies
include upgrades in transformers or power lines. The distribution technologies and distributed resources must
significantly increase energy efficiency.

Category (10) Material Conservation Programs
•
•

The activity must be for the purpose of increasing the participation in and/or the
efficiency rates of a material conservation program (e.g., source reduction,
recycling, and recycled content procurement programs); and
The activity must occur within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

If the activity is a recycled content procurement program within the jurisdiction of the eligible
entity there must be an associated increase in energy efficiency and/or conservation of fuel.

Category (11) Reduction, Capture, and Use of Landfill Gases
•
•

The activity must be for the purchase and implementation of technology, for the
purpose of reducing, capturing, or using methane and other greenhouse gases
generated by landfills or similar sources; and
The activity must occur within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.
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Category (12) Replacement of Traffic Signals and Street Lighting
•
•
•

The activity must be for the replacement of traffic signals, street lights 5 or street
signs;
The replacement of traffic signals or street lights must be LEDs or other
technology of equal or greater energy efficiency; and
The activity must occur within the jurisdiction of the eligible entity.

Traffic signals and street light replacements may include solar panels that power the
street lights so long as the panels are part of a replacement effort that installs light
emitting diodes (LEDs) or other technology of equal or greater efficiency for lamps;
Generally, only the cost of the replacement lamp is eligible unless replacement/upgrade
of supporting structure (e.g., posts) is necessary to support the replacement of the
lamps.
Frequently Asked Question: Lamp Posts
Is the replacement of lamp posts in an LED retrofit process and eligible expense under EECBG?
The replacement of a lighting fixture, an arm, a pole or any part of a light is an eligible use of funds if the more
efficient lighting technology eligible under Category 12 necessitates such replacement. However, regular
maintenance is an ineligible cost. For example, EECBG funds cannot be used to replace a rotten pole due to
insufficient maintenance.

Category (13) On‐site Renewable Energy On or In a Government Building
•
•

The activity must be the development, implementation, and installation of
onsite renewable energy technology (i.e., solar energy, wind energy, fuel cells, or
biomass);
The installation of the renewable energy technology must be on or in a
government building 6 of the eligible entity (the renewable technology is

5

A “street light” is an outdoor source of light that is raised and that is intended to provide functional
illumination to the area below the light.
6
For the purpose of eligibility under the EECBG Program, “government building of the eligible entity”
generally means a building built by or for the use of the government that is the grantee/recipient of award
funds. This includes buildings owned or leased by the eligible entity. This does NOT include state,
Federal, or other government buildings that are not government buildings of the eligible entity.
In the case of Tribal governments, exclusions from the definition of Tribal government buildings are
privately owned tribal housing and commercial buildings; facilities owned by 501(c)(3) entities (unless the
organization was chartered and delegated by the Tribe to act on its behalf); and those owned by a Federal
agency (e.g., U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Department of the Interior,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, etc.)
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•

considered installed on a government building if it is installed on a government
site and connected to the government building behind the meter); and
The renewable energy technology must be for the generation of electricity. The
renewable energy source need not provide a building’s entire electricity demand
and not all of the electricity needs to go to the government building.

As stated above, installation of a renewable technology is generally eligible only if it is
on or in a government building. Use of EECBG funds for the installation of renewable
energy technology other than on a government building may be eligible if the
installation is in support of another eligible use of funds, and the installation of the
renewable energy technology is not the primary purpose of the activity. For example an
energy efficiency retrofit activity that is eligible under Category 5 may include the
installation of solar PV panels so long as the primary purpose of the activity is the energy
efficiency retrofit (See FAQ related to PV on non‐governmental buildings in the Category
6 section). As another example, the installation solar PV panels on a street light may be
eligible if PV installation is part of a lamp replacement as long as the panels are part of a
replacement effort that installs more efficient lamps and is otherwise eligible under
Category 12.
However, the installation of solar PV on a commercial building that is not in support of
an eligible activity is not an eligible use of funds.
Frequently Asked Question: Solar Power on Roofs
In connection with the installation of solar energy systems, can some amount of funds be used to
strengthen the roof to ensure proper installation of the system or must all funds be directly related
to the system itself?
Generally, under the EECBG Program, modifications to a building to support an eligible installation of solar
panels would be permissible. However, the modifications should be limited to only those necessary to support
the solar project.

Category (14) Other Activities as Determined by the Secretary of Energy
The Secretary has determined that the use of EECBG grant funds to leverage public and
private sector funds in support of activities identified as eligible uses under the EECBG
authority is an appropriate activity under the statute for the use of EECBG funds.
• The eligible leveraging of funds includes partnerships with third party lenders,
co‐lending, third‐party administration of loans, and loan loss reserves; and
• The activities supported by the leveraged funds must be activities specifically
listed as eligible activities under Categories 1‐13.

EECBG Program Notice 10‐021
Effective Date: January 4, 2011
Page 12

•

For additional guidance on the use of EECBG funds to leverage public and private
sector funds see EECBG Program Guidance 09‐002B issued August 10, 2010.

LIMITATIONS ON THE USE OF EECBG FUNDS
There are a number of limitations on the use of EECBG funds. Eligible entities must
consult their award agreements for those limitations.
For example, Section 1604 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA or Act) prohibits funds appropriated or made available through the Act not be
used by any State or local government, or any private entity, for any casino or other
gambling establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf course, or swimming pool.

Frequently Asked Question: Projects at facilities with swimming pools
Would lighting retrofit, as part of overall facility retrofit, in swimming pool area of a multi-function
recreation center be eligible?
Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), there is a general prohibition against using
ARRA funds for swimming pools. A project could be eligible for EECBG funds if the project’s impact on the pool is
incidental to the overall project. In other words, if the project would not be considered "for" the swimming pool
but is an incidental part of the numerous other EECBG-ARRA eligible purposes then the project is eligible. The
project would be ineligible if the principal purpose of the project was the swimming pool. For example, a project
to install more energy efficient lighting in an entire school, including the lighting in a pool area may be eligible.
However, a project to upgrade lights in the pool area only would be ineligible.

Questions regarding the eligibility of an activity under the EECBG program should be
directed to Project Officers.

LeAnn M. Oliver
Program Manager
Weatherization and Intergovernmental Program
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Town of Parachute | City of Rifle | Town of Silt
Town of New Castle | City of Glenwood Springs
Town of Carbondale | Garfield County
Roaring Fork Transportation Authority
Colorado Mountain College

Memorandum
To:
Garfield Clean Energy Board
From: CLEER Staff
Date: March 5, 2018
Re:
Updates on
1) National Renewable Energy Lab Solar Energy Innovation Network (SEIN)
2) Regional network regarding SEIN and other regional projects - permission
to list GCE as convening member of network

National Renewable Energy Lab - Solar Energy Innovation Network
Last year Garfield Clean Energy and CLEER, along with multiple cosponsors, held two workshops on
regional clean energy and how to accelerate development of multiple sources in ways that help
diversify and strengthen the regional economy. As you may recall, these workshops resulted in an
application from the region to participate in National Renewable Energy Lab’s “Solar Energy
Innovation Network.” Our region’s proposal was accepted as part of the Network but due to a
variety of circumstances the specifics of technical assistance and any potential funding has been
slowly evolving and is still being finalized. This national programs connects GCE to more than 25
innovative efforts across the country, NREL and NREL partner expertise, and opens up resources
for addressing a variety of challenges.
In mid-February NREL shared some more specifics on the effort and will be providing technical
assistance on the following topics that can help address a variety of the issues identified at last
year’s workshops:
● Streamlining and standardizing, updating permitting
● Utilizing clean energy for rural economic development and diversification
● Modernizing the grid/ addressing energy storage issues
● Mapping tools: helping our region utilize various software and databases to produce a
regional map of prime solar locations that also identify various barriers and opportunities
● Energy modeling
● Tools for developing a clean energy road map to reach aggressive clean energy goals with
primarily local or regional resources

Regional network to connect partners to SEIN and other regional projects
The application to NREL involved multiple partners from throughout our 3-county region, as well
as several that have a broader reach (CMC and COSEIA). To move forward on this multi-county
collaboration as well as on several other projects that would benefit from collaborating and
communicating across county boundaries, CLEER is reaching out to the organizations and
governments that signed on to the proposal to create an ongoing Network to encourage and
facilitate synchronization of some efforts and economies of scale, and to continue progress started
at multiple meetings and workshops held over the last several years.
The current draft name for this cross-county collaboration is the “Clean Energy Innovation Corridor
Network”. The Network will include:
●
●
●

●

Ongoing regular updates on cross-county projects that tie into GCE targets
Annual indicators reports on progress toward adopted targets that entities in the region
hold in common
Several events throughout the year that address major energy sectors or topics that the
region is working on, such as increasing energy efficiency and clean energy in buildings
(May 18); transportation, and regional clean energy.
Potential of joint grant writing or reaching out to philanthropists to mobilize the resources
to address areas where additional expertise or focus is needed, such as data/analysis
capabilities or additional ongoing expertise on innovative clean energy sources.

At this time, we are checking in with the GCE board to confirm that GCE can be listed as a convening
member of this Network as we reach out to other partners. The Network is primarily a way to
continue to encourage/build on the economies of scale of approaching some topics across county
lines, and reduce the confusion that can arise in a region that has overlapping boundaries for
programs and organizations.

