
 
 

 

Garfield Clean Energy  
Board Meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2014 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Garfield County Administration Building 
108 8th St., Glenwood Springs 

 
AGENDA 

 
 Agenda Item Requested action Time 

1. Roll Call  1:00 pm 

2. Board member and public comment  
Regarding items not on agenda 

 1:00 pm 

3. Consent Agenda 
• Approval of Dec. 11, 2013, minutes 
• Retain Karp, Neu, Hanlon for legal services 
• Retain Obeji Accounting for bookkeeping services 
• Retain McMahan & Associates for 2013 audit 

 
• Motion to approve 

1:05 pm 

4. Finance Report 
Janet Obeji: Accounts payable, financial report 

• Motion to approve 
accounts payable. 

1:10 pm 

5. Action items 
• Election of Officers & Finance Committee for 2014 
• Resolution No. 1: Meeting locations, schedule and 
agenda posting places 
• Resolution No. 2: Energy savings reinvestment 

 
• Nominations & vote  
• Motion to approve 
 
• Motion to approve 

1:25 pm 

6. Program and policy updates 
• 2013 4th Quarter Report 
• 2014 Legislative update 
• 2014 Strategic Plan meeting date options 
• GCE member utility bill franchise fee charges 

 
• Information 
 

1:45 pm 

7. Budget and grant updates 
• Consider reviving Long-Term Funding Committee 
• Grant opportunities 

 
• Information 

2:10 pm 

8.  Presentations 
• Mary Wiener, Holy Cross Energy on-bill financing 

 
• Information 

2:20 pm 

9. Upcoming events 
• Contractor event, Feb. 13 (tentative) 

• Information 2:55 pm 

10. Adjourn. Next meeting Feb. 12, Rifle Library  3:00 pm 

 
Key calendar items for 2014: 
Quarterly reports: April 9, July 9 and Oct. 8, 2014 
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Town	  of	  Parachute	  |	  City	  of	  Rifle	  |	  Town	  of	  New	  Castle	  |	  City	  of	  Glenwood	  Springs	  |	  Town	  of	  Carbondale	  |	  Town	  of	  Silt	  
Garfield	  County	  |	  Garfield	  County	  Public	  Library	  District	  |Roaring	  Fork	  Transportation	  Authority	  |	  Colorado	  Mountain	  College	  

	  
	  
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, December 11, 2013, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Garfield County Human Services Building, 195 W. 14th St., Rifle 

 
Board members present 
City of Glenwood Springs: GCE Chair Leo McKinney  
Town of Carbondale: GCE Vice Chair Allyn Harvey  
Town of Parachute: Secretary Judith Hayward 
Garfield County: Treasurer Tom Jankovsky  
City of Rifle: Barbara Clifton  
Town of New Castle: Greg Russi 
CMC: Nancy Genova 
RFTA: Jason White  
Garfield Library District: Jerry Morris 
 
Others attending 
Garfield County Environmental Health: Morgan Hill  
Obeji Accounting: Janet Obeji by teleconference 
CLEER: Heather McGregor, Mike Ogburn, and Karen Wahrmund 
 
Members not attending 
Town of Silt: Rick Aluise 
 
Next meeting: Jan. 8, 2014, 1 – 3 p.m., Garfield County Admin Building, Glenwood Springs 
 
Public comments: none 
 
Board member comments:  
Judith Hayward commented that the Town of Parachute has a new interim town administrator, 
Stuart McArthur and asked CLEER staff to contact him about energy savings. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Approval of November 13, 2013 Minutes: Tom Jankovsky made a motion to approve 
November minutes, seconded by Nancy Genova. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Finance Report 
Janet Obeji: Accounts payable, financial report 
Attending by telephone, Janet Obeji reviewed the GCE Financial Statements with the board: 
Balance Sheet, Income vs. Expenses, A/R aging, and Budget vs. Actual.  
Tom Jankovksy made a motion to approve the accounts payable, seconded by Allyn Harvey. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Year-end budget adjustment request 
Heather McGregor updated the GCE board on the budget memo regarding transferring unspent 
amounts in four line items to be transferred within the budget to areas that would benefit from 
the additional funding.  
Judith Hayward made a motion to approve the year-end budget adjustment request, seconded by 
Nancy Genova. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Program and policy updates 
Mike Ogburn: Wastewater Plant Operators Roundtable  
Mike Ogburn of CLEER staff made a presentation about the event held Nov. 21, 2013, in Rifle. 
Operators attended from eight plants in Garfield, Rio Blanco, Mesa and Eagle counties. Areas of 
discussion during the event: many plants are overdesigned, changes in plant equipment and 
operations, energy monitoring, and timing of operationals in relation to electric peak demand. 
CLEER is looking to grow this group. Judith Hayward asked about sharing this information with 
other municipalities, such as Parachute. Mike responded that he is looking into it. Jason White 
also asked about the benefits to wastewater plants that have solar PV arrays. Mike responded that 
they are absolutely saving energy, and can use the solar to cut peak demand charges. 
 
2014 Budget 
Budget public hearing and board discussion of budget 
Heather McGregor stated that notice of the budget was published in the local newspapers on 
Nov. 21, but no one has asked about the budget. Leo McKinney noted that no one from the 
public was present to speak about the budget, so he opened and closed the public hearing. 
 
Heather updated the board on the 2014 budget, which is much smaller than 2013’s. She noted 
that she did not want to cut coaching or active energy management and data tracking services for 
member governments, and she expects that GCE will go after new grants. She also noted that the 
SEI Solar in the Schools program is facing some uncertainty, and that line item and deliverable 
may need to be adjusted once more is known.  
 
Nancy Genova noted that GCE would have $150,000 less in income than 2013. She asked how 
GCE could grow its 2014 budget since GCE has been such a good program that has lofty goals.  
 
Leo McKinney asked if anyone had looked into the DOLA grants. Heather said CLEER is 
looking into a grant for alternative fuel vehicles, and that there is a possibility that GCE could 
apply for a Garfield FMLD grant. Greg Russi recalled that the earlier FMLD grant effort was 
disqualified because it would have provided rebates to the private sector. Tom Jankovsky said he 
will pursue the question of GCE applying to FMLD to cover its CNG work.  
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Greg Russi recalled that GCE had a long-term funding committee that could work on these 
issues. Jason White asked if there is any reserve funding for the staff to apply for grants, since it 
is labor intensive. Leo McKinney suggested the funding could be moved from the Solar in the 
Schools line item to Partnership Services for advance work on grants and looking for a state-
level solution.  
 
Jerry Morris asked about involving more partners, such as banks, hospitals and school districts. 
Heather said that this could be possible through affiliate memberships, and CLEER could set up 
a template. Tom Jankovsky noted that Encana, which contributed $24,000 to GCE in 2013, is 
laying off staff, so prospects for a 2014 contribution are uncertain.  
 
Jerry asked how other communities pay for their sustainability programs. Heather said Boulder 
County has a voter-approved fee on utility bills, which raises funds for their Energy Smart 
program. Jerry asked about going to Holy Cross or Source Gas and asking for sponsorship. 
Heather said CLEER is working with Holy Cross and Glenwood Springs Electric on energy 
savings, but outside of the GCE framework. Greg Russi stated that GCE’s current financial 
model is not sustainable.  
 
Allyn Harvey made a motion to move the $9,000 from Solar in the Schools line item to put into 
the Admin line item for grant writing, seconded by Leo McKinney. Discussion that followed 
focused on the value of the Solar in the Schools program, run by Solar Energy International, and 
board members were reluctant to remove its funding until the situation at SEI is more certain. 
Allyn withdrew his motion and Leo withdrew his second in order to learn more about the SEI 
changes. Heather suggested that the board go ahead and approve the budget as is and discuss 
possible reallocation of the funds at a later date.  
 
Following the discussion about the budget and the need to find additional funding, board 
members took up the formal adoption and appropriation of funds for the 2014 budget. 
 
Resolution No. 7: Adoption of 2014 Budget 
Tom Jankovksy made a motion to approve Resolution No. 7, seconded by Judith Hayward. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Resolution No. 8: Appropriation of Funds for 2014 
Tom Jankovksy made a motion to approve Resolution No. 8, seconded by Leo McKinney. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Action Items 
 
CLEER 2014 Service Contract & Scope of Work 
Heather McGregor updated the board on CLEER’s 2014 Service Contract with the deliverables 
adjusted for the constrained budget. Allyn Harvey asked about the work involved in the 9 days 
per month allotted for administration. Heather responded that it’s many things: preparing for and 
attending monthly board meetings, tracking the budget and handling invoices, dealing with 
policies and writing grants. Allyn noted an error in the budget message regarding the percentage 
of the budget devoted to administration. Heather will correct the figure. Leo McKinney asked if 
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the GCE services contract should be put up for bid. Greg Russi suggested putting this on the 
August 2014 agenda as a question for the board to ask itself at that time. Tom Jankovsky said  
that GCE could look at hiring a staff person, but noted that GCE gets the benefit of a cross-
section of people with different areas of expertise by using CLEER.  
 
Tom Jankovsky noted a typographical error on page 3 of two paragraphs that are in the wrong 
place. Heather will correct the contract. 
Tom Jankovsky made a motion to approve the CLEER 2014 Service Contract and Scope of Work, 
seconded by Allyn Harvey. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Morgan Hill: Resolution No. 9: Anti-Idling Policy 
Morgan Hill of Garfield County Environmental Health updated the board on the Anti-Idling 
Policy Resolution, which she had presented to the board in October. At the time, the board asked 
her to return with a formal resolution. Morgan noted that additional funding is expected from 
CDOT in 2014 to help with a public awareness campaign. 
 
Jason White asked where the enforcement would come from. Morgan responded that this is a 
policy statement, so it would not be enforced. Leo McKinney stated that rather than being an 
ordinance, this should be a public education campaign. Barb Clifton said she would eliminate 
bullet point 3.D. since it would be unlikely that western Garfield County towns would enact an 
anti-idling ordinance. Leo suggested adding the word “encourage” at the beginning of that line. 
 
Greg Russi made a motion to approve Resolution No. 9 with the amendment, seconded by Barb 
Clifton. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Presentations 
Mike Ogburn: New Energy Navigator features 
Mike Ogburn presented on the new features on the Energy Navigator that were funded by the 
Credit Reserve reallocated funds. Changes include the ability to view the site on mobile devices, 
additions of more buttons to group CMC buildings by campus or by type, scheduled and 
automated reports, energy alert emails for high energy usage, annual totals for all of a member 
government’s buildings, and a cumulative savings tool that calculates weather adjustment and 
cumulative energy cost savings. Mike also showed slides of the new screen saver designs. 
 
Heather McGregor asked board members to let her know who in the member government staffs 
should be contacted about setting up automated reports and energy usage alerts. She will send an 
email asking board members for names of key staff people. 
 
Upcoming events 
Jason White asked if school districts have been approached for funding. Heather noted that 
Garfield Re-2 is already working with NET, a Grand Junction company, to achieve energy 
savings, and CLEER is hosting a meeting between NET and Roaring Fork Re-1 on Dec. 13.  
 
An additional short discussion ensued regarding potential funding for GCE. Nancy Genova noted 
that GCE offers a revolving loan fund, and suggested that same idea could be applied to energy 
savings. Member governments could reinvest their energy savings into new efficiency measures 
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and into the GCE organization in order to achieve even greater savings. Leo McKinney said in 
the private sector, savings are often put back into the business. Allyn Harvey asked for a sample 
resolution that could be passed by GCE regarding reinvestment of energy savings, which could 
then be taken back to the member boards. Heather will bring a draft resolution to the January 
meeting. 
 
Heather also noted that this is the last meeting at the Garfield Human Services Building, because 
more training is being held there. She noted that Jerry Morris suggested holding meetings at the 
libraries in Rifle, Silt, New Castle and Glenwood Springs, and will explore those options prior to 
the January meeting. 
 
Next meeting Jan. 8, Glenwood Springs 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE 
 
 

By:  _______________________________ 
Leo McKinney, Chairperson 

 
ATTEST:        
 
 
______________________________ 
Judith Hayward, Secretary 
 
 

These minutes were reviewed and approved by a vote of the Garfield Clean Energy 
Board of Directors at its meeting held on January 8, 2014. 
 



Memo	  to:	   Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  Board	  of	  Directors	  
From:	   	   Heather	  McGregor,	  CLEER	  staff	  
Date:	   	   Jan.	  2,	  2014	  
Re:	   	   Renewal	  of	  Professional	  Services	  Agreements	  
	  
	  
	  
The	  Jan.	  8,	  2014,	  agenda	  for	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  Board	  of	  Directors	  
includes	  consent	  agenda	  items	  to	  retain	  the	  services	  of	  three	  professional	  entities	  for	  2014.	  	  
	  
All	  three	  professional	  entities	  served	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  in	  a	  highly	  competent	  manner	  
in	  2013.	  CLEER	  staff	  recommends	  that	  all	  three	  be	  retained	  for	  services	  in	  2014.	  
	  
These	  entities	  are:	  
	  

• Karp,	  Neu,	  Hanlon	  P.C.,	  Glenwood	  Springs,	  for	  legal	  services	  
	  

• Obeji	  Accounting,	  Carbondale,	  for	  bookkeeping	  services	  
	  

• McMahan	  and	  Associates,	  Avon,	  to	  conduct	  the	  2013	  audit	  
	  
	  



GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE	  
RESOLUTION	  NO.	  1	  
SERIES	  OF	  2014	  

	  
A	  RESOLUTION	  OF	  THE	  BOARD	  OF	  DIRECTORS	  OF	  THE	  GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  
COLLABORATIVE	  ESTABLISHING	  A	  REGULAR	  TIME	  AND	  DATE	  FOR	  THE	  REGULAR	  
MEETINGS	  OF	  THE	  BOARD	  OF	  DIRECTORS	  AND	  PERMANENT	  PLACES	  OF	  NOTICE	  

	  
WHEREAS,	  C.R.S.	  24-‐6-‐402(2)(c)	  requires	  that	  full	  and	  timely	  notice	  be	  given	  to	  the	  

public	  of	  any	  meeting	  at	  which	  the	  adoption	  of	  any	  proposed	  policy,	  position,	  resolution,	  
rule,	  regulation,	  or	  formal	  action	  occurs,	  or	  at	  which	  a	  majority	  or	  quorum	  of	  the	  body	  is	  in	  
attendance,	  or	  is	  expected	  to	  be	  in	  attendance;	  and	  
	  

WHEREAS,	  C.R.S.	  24-‐6-‐402(2)(c)	  requires	  that	  the	  public	  place	  or	  places	  for	  posting	  of	  
notices	  of	  Board	  of	  Directors	  meetings	  shall	  be	  designated	  annually	  at	  the	  local	  public	  
body’s	  first	  regular	  meeting	  of	  each	  calendar	  year;	  and	  
	  

WHEREAS,	  a	  local	  public	  body	  shall	  be	  deemed	  to	  have	  given	  full	  and	  timely	  notice	  if	  the	  
notice	  of	  the	  meeting	  is	  posted	  in	  a	  designated	  public	  place	  within	  the	  boundaries	  of	  the	  
local	  public	  body	  no	  less	  than	  24	  hours	  prior	  to	  the	  holding	  of	  the	  meeting	  and	  posting	  shall	  
include	  specific	  agenda	  information	  where	  possible.	  
	  

NOW,	  THEREFORE,	  BE	  IT	  RESOLVED	  BY	  THE	  BOARD	  OF	  DIRECTORS	  OF	  THE	  
GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE,	  THAT:	  
	  

1. The	  second	  Wednesday	  of	  each	  month	  shall	  be	  the	  official	  date	  for	  the	  regular	  
meeting	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  of	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative.	  
Meetings	  will	  be	  held	  at	  the	  Garfield	  County	  Administration	  Building	  in	  Glenwood	  
Springs	  or	  at	  the	  Glenwood	  Springs	  Branch	  Library	  in	  odd-‐numbered	  months,	  and	  at	  
the	  Rifle	  Branch	  Library	  in	  Rifle	  in	  even-‐numbered	  months,	  unless	  prior	  notice	  is	  
posted.	  Meetings	  will	  begin	  promptly	  at	  1	  p.m.	  and	  shall	  conclude	  at	  3	  p.m.	  unless	  
otherwise	  posted.	  

	  
2. The	  posting	  places	  for	  notices	  of	  regular	  and	  special	  meetings	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  

Directors	  of	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  shall	  be:	  
	  

A. Parachute	  Town	  Hall,	  222	  Grand	  Valley	  Way,	  Parachute,	  Colorado	  81635	  
	  
B. Rifle	  City	  Hall,	  202	  Railroad	  Ave.,	  Rifle,	  Colorado	  81650	  
	  
C. Rifle	  Branch	  Library,	  207	  East	  Ave.,	  Rifle,	  Colorado	  81650	  
	  
D. Silt	  Town	  Hall,	  231	  N.	  Seventh	  St.,	  Silt,	  Colorado	  81652	  

	  
E. New	  Castle	  Town	  Hall,	  450	  W.	  Main	  St.,	  New	  Castle,	  Colorado	  81647	  
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F. Glenwood	  Springs	  City	  Hall,	  101	  W.	  Eighth	  St.,	  Glenwood	  Springs,	  Colorado	  

81601	  
	  
G. Garfield	  County	  Courthouse,	  109	  Eighth	  St.,	  Glenwood	  Springs,	  Colorado	  81601	  

	  
H. Glenwood	  Springs	  Branch	  Library,	  815	  Cooper	  Ave.,	  Glenwood	  Springs,	  Colorado	  

81601	  
	  
I. Carbondale	  Town	  Hall,	  511	  Colorado	  Ave.,	  Carbondale,	  Colorado	  81623	  

	  
THIS	  RESOLUTION	  was	  read,	  passed	  and	  adopted	  by	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  of	  the	  

Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  at	  the	  Regular	  Meeting	  held	  this	  8th	  day	  of	  January,	  
2014.	  

	  
	  

GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE	  
	  

By	  	  	  _______________________________________________	  
	   Chairperson	  

	  
	  
ATTEST:	  
	  
___________________________________________	  
Secretary	  



-‐-‐	  DRAFT	  -‐-‐	  
	  

GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE	  
RESOLUTION	  NO.	  2	  
SERIES	  of	  2014	  

	  
A	  RESOLUTION	  OF	  THE	  BOARD	  OF	  DIRECTORS	  OF	  THE	  GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  

COLLABORATIVE	  SETTING	  A	  POLICY	  TO	  ENCOURAGE	  REINVESTMENT	  	  
OF	  ENERGY	  SAVINGS	  INTO	  NEW	  ENERGY	  SAVINGS	  MEASURES	  AND	  INTO	  	  

CONTINUED	  FINANCIAL	  SUPPORT	  OF	  GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE	  
	  
	  

WHEREAS,	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  and	  many	  of	  its	  member	  
governments	  have	  adopted	  goals	  to	  achieve	  higher	  rates	  of	  energy	  efficiency	  in	  buildings	  
and	  vehicle	  fleets	  by	  2020;	  and	  

	  
WHEREAS,	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  provides	  a	  variety	  of	  programs	  and	  

services	  to	  help	  member	  governments	  make	  full	  use	  of	  energy	  efficiency,	  renewable	  energy	  
and	  active	  energy	  management;	  and	  
	  

WHEREAS,	  member	  governments	  have	  already	  invested	  substantially	  in	  equipment	  
upgrades,	  building	  envelope	  improvements,	  efficient	  vehicles	  and	  renewable	  energy	  
systems,	  combined	  with	  staff	  training	  in	  active	  energy	  management;	  and	  
	  

WHEREAS,	  member	  governments	  are	  realizing	  measurable	  savings	  in	  electricity	  and	  
natural	  gas	  usage,	  and	  are	  benefitting	  financially	  from	  the	  production	  of	  electricity	  from	  on-‐
site	  renewable	  energy	  systems;	  and	  

	  
WHEREAS,	  year-‐over-‐year	  savings	  in	  building	  energy	  usage	  and	  related	  utility	  bills	  are	  

displayed	  on	  the	  Garfield	  Energy	  Navigator	  website;	  and	  
	  
WHEREAS,	  actions	  to	  reduce	  utility	  bills	  demonstrate	  fiscal	  responsibility	  and	  wise	  use	  

of	  taxpayer	  dollars;	  and	  
	  

WHEREAS,	  member	  governments	  could	  achieve	  more	  energy	  and	  dollar	  savings	  by	  
investing	  in	  additional	  energy	  savings	  measures,	  equipment,	  vehicles,	  and	  deeper	  
engagement	  of	  staff	  in	  active	  energy	  management;	  and	  

	  
WHEREAS,	  continued	  financial	  support	  of	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  

would	  allow	  it	  to	  provide	  valuable	  programs	  and	  services	  for	  member	  governments,	  
businesses	  and	  households	  in	  Garfield	  County	  and	  benefit	  the	  local	  economy.	  
	  

NOW,	  THEREFORE,	  BE	  IT	  RESOLVED	  BY	  THE	  BOARD	  OF	  DIRECTORS	  OF	  THE	  
GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE,	  THAT:	  
	  



1. Member	  governments	  in	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  are	  encouraged	  to	  
calculate	  their	  year-‐over-‐year	  energy	  savings,	  and	  are	  encouraged	  to	  reinvest	  all	  or	  
a	  substantial	  portion	  of	  those	  savings	  in	  additional	  efficiency	  measures,	  renewable	  
energy	  systems	  and	  continued	  staff	  training	  in	  active	  energy	  management.	  
	  

2. Member	  governments	  in	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  are	  also	  
encouraged	  to	  allocate	  a	  portion	  of	  those	  energy	  savings	  each	  year	  for	  the	  continued	  
financial	  support	  of	  the	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative,	  providing	  clean	  energy	  
programs	  and	  services	  to	  benefit	  all	  Garfield	  County	  households	  and	  businesses	  and	  
the	  local	  economy.	  
	  

THIS	  RESOLUTION	  was	  read,	  passed	  and	  adopted	  by	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  of	  the	  
Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  at	  the	  Regular	  Meeting	  held	  this	  XXX	  day	  of	  MONTH,	  
2014.	  
	  

GARFIELD	  CLEAN	  ENERGY	  COLLABORATIVE	  
	  

By	  	  	  _______________________________________________	  
	   Chairperson	  

	  
ATTEST:	  
	  
___________________________________________	  
Secretary	  



Memo	  to:	   Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  Collaborative	  Board	  of	  Directors	  
From:	   	   Mike	  Ogburn,	  Maisa	  Metcalf,	  CLEER	  staff	  
Date:	   	   Jan.	  2,	  2014	  
Re:	   	   GCE	  members’	  utility	  bill	  franchise	  fee	  charges	  
	  
	  
	  
As	  a	  service	  to	  Garfield	  Clean	  Energy	  member	  governments,	  CLEER	  staffers	  Mike	  Ogburn	  
and	  Maisa	  Metcalf	  partnered	  with	  utility	  bill	  contractor	  Ken	  Egel	  to	  survey	  three	  years	  of	  
utility	  bills	  submitted	  for	  posting	  on	  the	  Garfield	  Energy	  Navigator.	  	  
	  
Their	  survey	  was	  focused	  on	  finding	  instances	  where	  natural	  gas	  or	  electric	  utilities	  are	  
charging	  franchise	  fees	  or	  taxes	  on	  local	  government’s	  utility	  bills.	  	  
	  
Such	  fees	  and	  taxes	  should	  not	  normally	  be	  charged	  to	  governmental	  organizations.	  	  Please	  
consider	  contacting	  your	  utility	  to	  adjust	  your	  accounts	  to	  non-‐taxable	  status.	  
	  
Taxes	  and	  fees	  incorrectly	  applied	  to	  government	  building	  utility	  bills	  are	  typically	  eligible	  
for	  a	  refund	  request	  covering	  the	  preceding	  three	  years.	  	  If	  member	  governments	  wish	  to	  
pursue	  a	  refund	  request,	  please	  contact	  CLEER	  to	  obtain	  a	  individualized	  spreadsheet	  that	  
lists	  the	  buildings	  and	  associated	  utility	  account	  numbers	  where	  franchise	  fees	  and/or	  
taxes	  have	  been	  charged	  over	  the	  past	  three	  years.	  	  
	  

	   Franchise	  fees	  
past	  3	  years	  

Taxes	  	  
past	  3	  years	  

Total	  
past	  3	  years	  

Parachute	   $1,026	   0	   $1,026	  
Rifle	   $230	   $17	   $247	  
Silt	   $595	   0	   $595	  
New	  Castle	   $32	   $90	   $122	  
Glenwood	  Springs	   $4,073	   $24	   $4,097	  
Carbondale	   $1,193	   $75	   $1,268	  
Garfield	  County	   $4,356	   $1,327	   $5,683	  
Library	  District	   $2,872	   $707	   $3,579	  
RFTA	   $2,275	   $2,288	   $4,563	  
Total	   $16,652	   $4,528	   $21,180	  

	  
If	  every	  GCE	  partner	  pursues	  a	  refund	  request,	  member	  governments	  could	  realize	  as	  much	  
as	  $21,000	  in	  windfall	  funds,	  and	  save	  about	  $7,000	  per	  year	  going	  forward.	  	  
	  
Note:	  Colorado	  Mountain	  College	  could	  not	  be	  surveyed	  because	  the	  Utility	  Direct	  program	  
does	  not	  have	  a	  data	  field	  for	  taxes	  and	  fees.	  CMC	  uses	  Utility	  Direct	  to	  assemble	  bill	  data,	  
which	  is	  then	  imported	  into	  the	  Utility	  Manager	  program	  that	  CLEER	  uses	  for	  buildings	  on	  
the	  Energy	  Navigator.	  
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On-Bill Financing  
 

Making your home or business more energy efficient is a great way to save money on your electric bill and reduce your 
impact on Colorado’s environment. Holy Cross Energy has partnered with Bank of Colorado to offer low-interest loans 
for energy efficiency upgrades in your home or business. 
 

 Benefits for your home: 

 Make home energy improvements affordable 
 Save money by reducing your Holy Cross electric bill 

 Improve the comfort of your home  
 Save time by working with Member Services to prioritize your home projects 
 You may qualify for Holy Cross and local rebates to reduce your costs even further 

 
Benefits for your business: 

 Save money by reducing your Holy Cross electric bill 
 Lower maintenance costs 
 Improve tenant retention 

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 Get personalized attention from Member Services who will walk you through the entire process from 

getting your loan, to finding available rebates, to reviewing bids from contractors 
 
Loan details: 

 Fixed rates starting as low as 2.95% APR* 

 24, 36, 48, or 60 month terms (greater than 60 months reviewed case-by-case) 

 Minimum loan of $2,000; maximum of $25,000 (greater loan amounts reviewed case-by-case) 

 No loan application fee 

 Available to Holy Cross members  

 Loan added to monthly Holy Cross bill – energy efficiency project should reduce bill so that impact of 
loan amount is not an added financial burden 

 Before a loan can be issued, Member Services will work with you to ensure your project meets loan 
eligibility criteria  

 Work must be performed by select list of contractors 
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 Loan must be paid in full if Holy Cross account is closed; no pre-pay penalties 

 Loan is awarded after completion of project  

 Loan cannot be longer than business’ lease 

 Landlords may apply for a loan for improvements on rental properties; the loan will be with Bank of 
Colorado but same rates apply  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Approved home energy efficiency projects include: 

 Air sealing and insulation (all electric members only) 
 Windows and sliding glass doors (all electric members only) 

 Evaporative cooling (central air members only) 
 Whole house LED lighting retrofit 

 
Approved business energy efficiency projects include: 

 Lighting upgrades 

 Energy audit ASHRAE Level 2 or 3 

 Retro/Recommissioning mechanical equipment 

 Energy Management System (EMS) 

 Building/lighting controls 

 Cooling equipment 

 Motors  

 Variable Frequency Drives (VFDs) 

 Refrigeration 
 

Here’s how the process works: 
1. Call Member Services at 970-945-5491 to schedule your complimentary audit 
2. Obtain bids and select approved contractor (2-3 bids recommended) 
3. Apply for energy efficiency loan at www.holycross.com 
4. Finish your project  
5. Call Member Services at 970-945-5491 to schedule the post-inspection  
6. Complete loan process with Bank of Colorado 

 
For more information or questions: 

 Visit our website at: www.holycross.com 

 Email:  onbill@holycross.com 

 Phone: 970-945-5491 

 
2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year Over 5 Years 

*Commercial & 
Residential 2.95% 3.50% 3.75% 3.95% 

TBD – case by 
case 

mailto:onbill@holycross.com

