
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE 
RESOLUTION NO. 9 

SERIES of 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE 

SUPPORTING A REDUCED IDLING POLICY  
FOR FLEETS AND PERSONAL VEHICLES IN GARFIELD COUNTY 

 
 WHEREAS, air pollution imposes significant economic costs and negative impacts on 
our quality of life and is an immediate and ongoing concern in Colorado. Vehicle exhaust, 
including exhaust from idling vehicles, contributes significantly to air pollution in Colorado; and 
 
 WHEREAS, exhaust from vehicles contains pollutants such as nitrogen oxide, carbon 
monoxide, carbon dioxide, fine particulate matter and other chemicals that contribute to the 
formation of ground-level ozone (smog); and  
 

WHEREAS, these pollutants exacerbate asthma, contribute to lung damage, and may lead 
to cancer; and 

 
WHEREAS, for cars with fuel injection (which includes almost all vehicles built since 

the late 1980s), idling for even 10 seconds uses more fuel than restarting the engine; and 
 
WHEREAS, significant savings in fuel costs for an organization can result when users of 

fleet vehicles reduce idling time; and 
 
WHEREAS, adopting an anti-idling policy makes a strong public statement that can 

influence the behavior of motorists; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Garfield County Public Health will assist participating organizations in 
adopting a reduced idling policy and other outreach activities as requested. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE, THAT: 
 

1. The Board of Directors of Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative (“GCEC”) hereby adopts 
a reduced idling policy for fleets and personal vehicles in Garfield County. 
 

2. The reduced idling policy requests drivers to limit vehicle idling to no more than 30 
seconds. The policy also recognizes that idling is necessary in some situations. A list of 
situations where idling is discouraged or acknowledged as necessary is attached here as 
Exhibit A. 
 

3. Furthermore, to ensure the effectiveness of this reduced idling policy, GCEC 
recommends the following strategies to increase public awareness of the hazards of idling 
and to encourage widespread compliance with this policy:  



a. Collaboration with Garfield County Public Health and other entities on an 
outreach and public awareness campaign to reach private sector motorists. 
 

b. Participation in the Colorado Clean Air for Schools Engines Off (CASEO) 
program. 
 

c. Adoption of an anti-idling policy resolution by GCEC member governments. 
 

d. Encourage adoption of municipal ordinances that limit the amount of time in 
which idling is allowed. 
 

e. Encouragement for commercial and industrial fleets to adopt an anti-idling policy. 
 

THIS RESOLUTION was read, passed, and adopted by the Board of Directors of the 
Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative at the Regular Meeting held this 11th day of December, 
2013. 

 
    GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE 
 
     
    By Leo McKinney, Chairperson 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Judith Hayward, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GARFIELD CLEAN ENERGY COLLABORATIVE 
RESOLUTION NO. 9, SERIES of 2013 

 
EXHIBIT A 

 
1. Example fleet policy statement and a list of situations in which idling is discouraged: 
 
Statement of Policy: It is the policy of <insert organization name> that drivers of <insert 
organization name> fleet vehicles turn off vehicle engines, rather than idling, when the vehicle 
will be stopped for more than 30 seconds, except when in traffic. This policy applies, but is not 
limited, to the following situations when a driver is: 

• Loading or unloading goods or passengers 
• Stopped for road construction 
• Waiting at a drive-through window 
• Stopped and waiting for any reason (except in traffic)  

 
• Idling is also discouraged for warming up vehicles, except in extremely cold weather. 

 
2. Example general policy statement and a list of situations in which idling is discouraged: 
 
Statement of Policy: It is the policy of <insert organization name> that drivers in the 
community turn off vehicle engines, rather than idling, when the vehicle will be stopped for 
more than 30 seconds, except when in traffic. This policy applies, but is not limited, to the 
following situations when a driver is: 

• Loading or unloading goods or passengers 
• Stopped for road construction 
• Waiting at a drive-through window 
• Stopped and waiting for any reason (except in traffic)  

 
• Idling is also discouraged for warming up vehicles, except in extremely cold weather. 

 
 
3. Situations in which idling is acknowledged as necessary: 
 
Exceptions: The policy of turning off vehicles when stopped does not apply when idling is 
necessary, under the following circumstances: 
 

• To provide for the safety of vehicle occupants, such as in extreme hot or cold weather 
(e.g., to run the air conditioner or heater under extreme heat or cold). 

• To use lift equipment or other equipment necessary to accommodate individuals with one 
or more disabilities. 

• When stopped in traffic, such as when waiting at a traffic light. 
• When specific emergency situations arise. 
• For diesel trucks that require a maximum 5-minute run time for warm-up and prior to 

shutting the engine off.    
  


